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itself, tal^ng evidence here, and that Indians should be represented
on it. He was of opinion that if the inquiry was not granted in the
manner pointed out, it would be almost better to have no inquiry at
all. Parliamentary Committees and Royal Commissions were not to
be had at short intervals, and it would be disastrous to have a body
composed mainly of Englishmen sitting in judgment upon them-
selves. The conclusions at which such a body would arrive would be
superficially plausible, but essentially unsound. They would be ac-
cepted as guiding principles for at least another twenty years, and
the mischief thus ensuing would be incalculable. These observations
seem to have suggested the amendment, which was moved by
Mr. Dayaram Jethmal, a representative of Sind, which recommended
that the inquiry should be entrusted to a Royal Commission on
which the people of India should be represented, and which should
take evidence both in England and in India. The amendment was
accepted by Pherozeshah, and after an interesting discussion, in
which Messrs. Hume, Wacha, Telang, Malabari and Dadabhai
Naoroji took part, it was carried unanimously.
Another proposal with which Pherozeshah identified himself was
in connection with the annexation of Upper Burma. He asked for
leave to introduce the subject, as it did not find a place on the
agenda. He said he did not wish to go into the question of the
annexation which he considered unwise, unjust and immoral. He
only desked to look at the matter from the Indian point of view, and
viewing it so, he was of opinion that Burma should be made a
Crown Colony, as otherwise, he was afraid she would prove a drag
on Indian progress. Lord Dufferia had said that the weakness of the
North-West Frontier disabled him from giving as much attention as
he liked to home affairs* and Pfaero^eshah did not want tbat Ae
North-East Frontier should be added to the list of the Vloeasoy s
distractions, With Ceylon in the South, and Burma in the North-
East as Crown Colonies, the speaker thought they could ask with
greater strength and reason for more liberal institutions in India
than she possessed. These remarks were greeted with so much ap-
plause that the President said that he would take that as equivalent
to a grant of leave to introduce the motion. Pherozeshah acrmdingly
moved: